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were stamped on one side with Athena's head and on the other
with an owl, the goddess's favourite bird. Attic coins were
frequently known as 'owls'. 'Attic owls roosting in his rafters',

FIG. 26. GREEK COINS (actual size)
Two-drachma pieces: (i) of Messana (obverse, a mule-car; reverse, a hare),
(z) of Himera (obv. a cock; rev. a crab). Four-drachma pieces: (3) of Catana
(obv. head of Silenus; rev. Zeus and eagle), (4) of Athens (obv. head of
Athena; rev. an .owl), (5) of Agrigentum (obv. two eagles on body of hare;
rev. charioteer).
said some one who wished to hint that a Spartan general
had been taking bribes. The standard coin was the drach-
ma, roughly equivalent to our shilling. Two-drachma, four-
drachma, and even sometimes ten-drachma pieces were also
minted. The smaller coins, too, were of silver. They were called